
Last Train to Clarksville by the Monkees

The number one debut single from the Monkees, was released August 16, 1966 and written by Tommy Boyce and Bobby Hart. It was recorded at the RCA Victor Studios in Hollywood, LA and featured in seven episodes of the band’s television series, highlighting just how much demand for the song there was in their time. Interestingly, the song was often compared to the Beatles “Paperback Writer” due to the tone of the guitar riff and the chord structure. However, Last Train to Clarksville still had an authentic sound to it as it was a massive domestic hit based on romance and love.

The lyrics entail a story of man phoning the woman he dearly loves, quickly planning a meet up at a train station in Clarksville, before he must leave, potentially never seeing her again. “We'll have one more night together, till the morning brings my train and I must go” the lead singer and drummer Micky Dolenz explains. Indicating this could be the final time they meet up. Then he follows on to say “Now I must hang up the phone, I can't hear you in this noisy railroad station all alone, I'm feeling low”, stating how emotional and lonely he feels about leaving her for a purpose which we do not explicitly get to know. Although, due to the Vietnamese War era this was recorded in, it soon became evident that the man in the story is a soldier, heading off to war in Vietnam and considering the high death toll of the war, it was unlikely he was going to return home. This is reflected in the reoccurring line "And I don't know if I'm ever coming home". In fact, Boyce and Hart intentionally wrote the song as a protest to the US’ involvement in the Vietnam War, but in order to get it recorded they kept this a secret because they knew political problems would arise from it. 

Overall, I believe this reinforces how politically charged US citizens were (both hawks and doves) in the 1960’s as the war grew more violent and devasting. It influenced the whole entertainment industry from music to films to TV shows. It is a true historical source because it reveals the reality and sacrifice of war for everyday men because ordinary people were drafted into it, leaving their girlfriends and family and soon entering an army base in Vietnam. Furthermore it impacts not only the individual, but the people around him emotionally and mentally because they are losing someone close someone and will have to cope with the consequences of this for years to come- also effecting the economy and families financially. 

 
